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Mentors

Debbie Arell-Martinez
O’Fallon-Shiloh Chamber of Commerce; Executive Director

Debbie Arell-Martinez has been Executive Director of the O’Fallon-Shiloh Chamber 
of Commerce since April 2007. She serves on the Board of Directors for the Illinois 
Association for Executive Directors as well as the  Southwestern Illinois Leadership 
Council.  Debbie has completed year 1 of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce Institute for 
Organization Management. She’s been a Rotarian since 2010. She retired from U.S. 
Air Force as a Chief Master Sergeant in 2006 after serving 24 years.

Fun fact: I play the flute.

Marna Asbury
Scott Credit Union; Vice President of Mortgage Lending

Marna Asbury is Vice President of Mortgage Lending with Scott Credit Union. She has 
been working in the real estate lending industry for over thirty years. She is federally 
registered with the NMLS. Marna is the current Chair of the Ideas Committee at Scott 
Credit Union; a founding member of the Gateway Credit Union Real Estate Network 
(CUREN); member of the Greater Gateway Association of Realtors (GGAR) Affiliates; 
past Affiliate Board of Director Member with the GGAR; Senior Parent Coordinator 
with Metro East Lutheran High School Knight Stewards; and Committee member of 
the Metro East Lutheran Home & Garden Show. She currently resides in Rosewood 
Heights with her husband Marc and son, Kyle.

Fun fact: Went to “GO APE” and ziplined for the first time at the age of 52.

Ginny Baldridge
Your Executive Image, LLC; President

Ginny Baldridge is a recognized authority enhancing the profile of senior executives, 
business leaders, attorneys and representatives in the financial industry. As 
President and founder of Your Executive Image, LLC, Ginny is a sought-after speaker, 
published author and develops individuals across all industries. She is distinguished 
for her Executive Presence Training, with 21 years experience providing customized 
training and facilitating employee advancement at every stage of corporate life. 
The focus is to ensure key employees and leaders, from new recruits to C-suite 
executives, achieve their optimum potential. A professional member of the 
prestigious National Speakers Association and the Association of Image Consultants 
International, Ginny serves on United Way Women’s Leadership Cabinet and 
volunteers with the Look Good, Feel Better Program for the American Cancer Society.  
With humor, engaging strategies, empowering communication tools and a straight-
forward, connective style, this southern lady knows what it takes to put your best 
foot forward. As an educator, she makes learning interactive and memorable and as a 
mother, having raised five successful children, she brings her approachable style and 
wisdom to the table. She welcomes the opportunity to help aspiring leaders create 
immediate impact with credibility.

Fun fact: When not speaking and training, Ginny paints, gardens, travels and after a long 
life in the South, for exercise, she sashays back and forth to her mailbox.



Amy Baue
Rock Your Mind, Design Your Life; Business Consultant

Living her life as an entrepreneur for 30 years, Amy Baue has emerged as a leading 
expert in helping entrepreneurs fill their business with clients in record time. 
Known for her distinct ability to educate and inspire people into action, Amy Baue 
is a Speaker and Business Consultant to Entrepreneurs. Described as “the missing 
action piece,” Amy carved out a niche where today entrepreneurs hire her to help 
them apply proven business strategies to identify their next steps that catapult them 
from stuck to profitable. Solopreneurs hire her for her straight forward and easy-
to-implement business strategies, they trust her because she helps them step into 
their expertise and they love her because she infuses her passion into everything she 
does to see them be Rock Star amazing. Amy is a fun, thought-provoking, charismatic 
consultant who is passionate about helping other entrepreneurs step into their 
excellence so they, too, can design their life. By sharing her expertise and talents, 
they think big, play big and rock an abundantly-profitable business.

Fun fact: I love rock concerts, motorcycles and muscle cars. When in doubt, bring me an 
Oreo ice cream cake!

Desiree Bennyhoff
Edwardsville/Glen Carbon Chamber of Commerce; President & CEO

In her current role, Desiree Bennyhoff oversees the strategic direction of the 
Chamber, which is dedicated to a strong, private sector regional economy. Under her 
leadership, the Ed/Glen Chamber is working to achieve accreditation from the U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce. Desiree serves as immediate past chairman of the board 
for the Illinois Association of Chamber of Commerce Executives (IACCE), served on 
the Illinois Chamber of Commerce board of directors, and is active with the national 
Association of Chamber of Commerce Executives (ACCE).

In 2016 Desiree graduated from the U.S. Chamber of Commerce Foundation’s 
Institute for Organization Management program at the University of Wisconsin – 
Madison, and received the Accredited Chamber Executive designation from IACCE. 
She is now a candidate for the Certified Association Executive credential from the 
American Society of Association Executives. She was honored to be selected by 
peers as a class advisor at Midwest Institute for both 2017 and 2018, and serves on 
Institute’s curriculum committee, which governs course requirements at the national 
level for all five IOM sites across the country.

Fun fact: At minimum, I read one book a week.

Beth Chesterton
Chesterton & Co.; President

Beth Chesterton is a consultant and coach dedicated to helping women expand their 
impact. Beth has extensive experience working at the highest levels within some of 
the greatest companies in the world. She works with the best and the brightest — 
leaders, entrepreneurs and entire organizations — to make them even better. She 
has twenty-five years of experience assisting literally thousands of individuals to 
reach their potential and numerous Fortune 500 companies to develop profitable 
relationships. She has a strong reputation for helping clients see what’s possible, 
develop a plan to get there and then to make it happen. Beth’s clients include 
successful entrepreneurs; C-Suite executives; multi-time Emmy Award winners; 
international change agents; celebrity coaches; former White House senior staffers; 
United Nations speakers and a Princess with a PhD in molecular biology — to name 
a few. Beth has numerous program certifications. She earned her Bachelor’s and 
Master’s degrees in Human and Organizational Development from Vanderbilt 
University.

Fun fact: I took second place in a Joan Rivers impersonation contest at a comedy club.

Mentors



Theresa Collins
Senior Services Plus, Inc.; Associate Executive Director

Theresa Collins is the Associate Executive Director at Senior Services Plus, Inc. 
and has worked for the agency since 2008. She has over 20 years of professional 
experience in social services and management. Theresa serves on many professional 
boards including the Illinois Association of Community Care Providers Homecare 
Providers in the role of Vice-President. She is a member of the Community Care 
Program Advisory Council and the Older Adult Services Advisory Council for the 
state of Illinois. In addition, she serves as an Executive Council Member for AARP-
Illinois. She is currently serving her third term as an elected member to the  Board of 
Education in Belle Valley District #119, where she serves as Vice-President.   Theresa 
has a Bachelor’s of Science degree from Greenville College and a certificate in 
Business Management for Non-profit Leaders through Washington University, Olin 
School of Business.

Fun fact: I love to travel, the most exciting experience I have had while traveling was zip 
lining in the rain forest in Belize.

Julia Dalton
OneSpace; Vice President, Product 

Julia Dalton, currently the Vice President of Product at OneSpace, formerly 
CrowdSource, is a driven product and software development executive with 
extensive experience in the areas of SaaS, enterprise software, ecommerce, 
online publishing, business process optimization, crowdsourcing, and product 
management. OneSpace is a virtual workforce platform that brings companies in 
need of flexible talent solutions together with freelancers seeking assignments that 
match their skillsets. Julia’s past experience includes leading teams of engineers, 
marketers, copywriters, and designers supporting online publishing and marketing 
businesses. Her areas of expertise: Product development, product management, 
technology, startups, content marketing, UI/UX design, search engine optimization, 
ecommerce, usability, analytics, and data analysis.

Fun fact: I compete in strongman/woman competitions at the national level.

Cathy Davis
Davis Creative, LLC; CEO

Cathy Davis helps purpose-driven entrepreneurs and small business owners look 
good, attract more clients, and monetize their passion. As founder/CEO/Creative 
Director of Davis Creative, LLC, Cathy helps clients optimize their potential for 
success through brand identity, graphic design and author-assisted self-publishing. 
With sales in all 50 states and in 17 countries, clients include life coaches, mentors, 
therapists, physicians, educators, authors, speakers, and a spectrum of professional 
service providers — all having one thing in common — they are making this world 
a better place. As professional book consultants, Davis Creative has well over 150 
books in their portfolio which rival those produced by the top five publishing houses 
— without the big publishing company prices. Cathy is an active member of SLPA (St. 
Louis Publisher’s Assoc.), PWA (Professional Women’s Alliance), NAWBO (National 
Association of Women Business Owners), NSA-STL (Nat’l Speaker’s Assoc.), and 
Monica Shah’s Money Club Elite.

Fun fact: I grew up in Oklahoma and used to ride the ranch with the ranch hand (on his 
horse) as a 4-year-old.
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Amy Determann
Lindenwood University; Professor

Amy Determann is a professor in the division of Business and Entrepreneurship at 
Lindenwood University.  She earned her doctoral Degree in management through 
Webster University, her Master’s Degree in human resource management from 
Lindenwood University, and her Bachelor’s Degree in nursing from Deaconess College 
of Nursing.  Amy’s professional beginnings are in emergency nursing. She progressed 
through healthcare leadership and administration during her 20-year healthcare 
career.  After working on the health system side of health care, she became a senior 
consultant helping health systems navigate the new healthcare guidelines and 
Medicare policies. Much of this work was developing quality metrics and guidelines 
to improve care and outcomes as well as aligning incentives and compensation 
with strategic goals. Now, as a full time professor, Amy absolutely loves what she 
does. She enjoys working with students and teaching business/management and 
critical thinking. Amy grew up in the Metro East in O’Fallon, and currently resides in 
Belleville.

Fun fact: I volunteer with the Dogue de Bordeaux Rescue (French Mastiffs).  We 
will drive to pick a dogue that has been surrendered, abandoned or removed and 
bring them to foster homes.  I help to transport the dogues as well as foster to help 
socialize them and teach them basic obedience and manners to prepare them for 
their furever homes.

Donna Erbs
Anders CPAs + Advisors; Chief Marketing Officer

Donna Erbs aligns the overall strategic vision with solid marketing plans to 
keep Anders at the forefront of creating the firm of the future. She has been 
instrumental in building the firm’s niche structure and market verticals, as well as 
the business development culture. This includes creating a program to provide young 
professionals with business savvy and marketing skills. She is a frequent speaker and 
author, most recently addressing global marketers at the Leading Edge Alliance (LEA) 
Conference in Paris last fall. Donna leads a team of four marketing professionals, 
who specialize in digital marketing, strategy, niche development, event planning, and 
proposal writing. She is a founder of the firm’s Women’s Initiative, which was named 
the inaugural winner of the LEA EDGE Award for Outstanding Women’s Leadership 
Program in 2017. Anders was also named by Accounting Today as a Best Accounting 
Firm for Women in 2017. Donna is very proud to be named a 2017 Most Influential 
Business Woman by the St. Louis Business Journal, a recipient of the LEA 2017 On the 
Edge of Innovation Award, and the 2012 Marketer of the Year by the Association of 
Accounting Marketing.

Fun fact: I love big chunky jewelry and it has become my signature style.
 
Kathy Federico
Jack Schmitt Chevrolet of O’Fallon; Executive Manager

Kathy Federico is the third generation of her family-run automobile business. 
After graduating from Saint Louis University, Kathy started working full time at 
Jack Schmitt Chevrolet, a dealership started by her father. She’s worked in all 
departments of the dealership and became Executive Manager, running  the daily 
operations of the store, in 1990. The Dealership sells over 1600 cars per year, services 
over 18,000 vehicles and employs 75 employees. Outside of the Dealership, Kathy 
enjoys serving on numerous boards and committees such as  the Mid America 
Chevy Dealers Association, the Saint Louis Zoo, the O’Fallon-Shiloh Chamber of 
Commerce. Her husband Bob Federico also runs a car dealership in Wood River 
Illinois as Federico Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram and Kia. Kathy loves volunteering in the 
community,  entertaining, traveling and spending time with family and friends.

Fun fact: If needed, I can put my own car up on a lift and change my own oil.
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Stephanie Grimmer
Concero Technology Group; Sr. Client Relationship Executive

Joining the organization in September, 2017, Stephanie Grimmer is new to Concero 
Technology Group but not new to the industry. She has over 15 years of experience 
cultivating high level relationships and providing delivery-based IT solutions for 
top companies and organizations – including 10 years with a national IT staffing and 
services firm. A strong believer in the value of collaboration, Stephanie is committed 
to fully understanding her clients’ business needs, creating a solution based on those 
needs, and fostering lasting partnerships. A Belleville native, Stephanie graduated 
from Eastern Illinois University with a bachelor’s degree in speech communications 
and now lives in Richmond Heights with her husband, Bryan. Favorite activities 
include hanging out with friends and family, exploring Forest Park, interior design, 
watching movies, listening to live music, cooking, and any other activity that revolves 
around eating/drinking.

Fun fact: Some of Stephanie’s hidden talents include the ability to whistle through her 
tongue, write her name with her toes, and perform Debbie Boone’s “You Light Up My Life” 
in sign-language.  In addition, she excels at useless entertainment trivia and is well versed 
in All Things 80’s – specializing in The early MTV Hair Band years and little known B List 
movies.

Elizabeth Heil
Scheffel Boyle; CPA/Manager

Elizabeth Heil first joined the Scheffel Boyle team in 1999, after earning her 
Bachelor’s Degree in Accountancy, CPA certification, and Master’s Degree 
shortly thereafter. Elizabeth is one of the senior members of the firm’s Financial 
Institutions niche and has successfully led her team through audit, assurance, and 
tax preparation for many banking industry clients. She is also a long-time member 
of Scheffel Boyle’s Recruiting Team and has been responsible for finding, hiring, 
and mentoring younger staff to grow into strong, successful leaders themselves. 
Elizabeth is valuable to not only Scheffel Boyle, but to both her community and 
her clients as well. She is active in many local organizations for many years and 
volunteering for numerous causes in her local region.  Elizabeth grew up in Belleville, 
Illinois and has lived in the Glen Carbon area since 2001. Her business acumen, client 
service, and teamwork has won her much recognition at Scheffel Boyle. In addition, 
she was recognized in 2017 by the Ed/Glen Chamber with the Tallerico Leadership 
Award and in 2015 by St. Louis Small Business Monthly magazine as a “Top Executive”, 
highlighting her dedication to the local community, her team, and her professional 
growth.

Fun fact: I’ve seen 2 Cardinals World Series clinchers in person!

Ann Hunter
Enterprise Holdings; Director of Compliance, Enterprise Car Sales

Ann Hunter a graduated from Hope College in Holland, MI with a degree in 
Accounting. She is a CPA, AFIP certified and holds a Certification in Consumer Credit 
Compliance. Ann worked for Accenture in technical programming and project 
management capacities. Ann worked at Shapiro, Kossmeyer and Flom LLC as an 
accountant with both auditing and tax support responsibilities for a number of 
clients. Ann has also held several roles at Enterprise Holdings over the last 18 years, 
including time overseas in an Internal Audit capacity. Ann’s current role in the retail 
sales division, Enterprise Car Sales, supports the development, implementation and 
training of compliance policy, procedure and tools for 130+ dealerships nationwide.

Fun fact: Ann enjoys watching her children participate in various sports activities 
throughout the year. However, her true love is Cardinals baseball.
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Ginger Imster
St. Louis Economic Development Partnership; VP of Innovation & Entrepreneurship

As the V.P. of Innovation & Entrepreneurship for the St. Louis Economic Development 
Partnership, Ginger Imster is tasked with the strategy, and day-to-day management 
of four business incubators and investments made through the Helix Fund. Ginger 
manages the Partnership’s ambitious innovation efforts locally, domestically, and 
internationally. She works closely with public and private organizations to build the 
value proposition for entrepreneurial talent to see opportunity in St. Louis. The St. 
Louis region has gained national attention for its startup community, which was 
recently named The New Startup Frontier by FiveThirtyEight. Ginger has nearly 20 
years of experience in the nonprofit sector, including extensive experience working 
with volunteers, boards, and donors. Previously, Ginger was the Executive Director 
of Arch Grants. She is a past President of the St. Louis Chapter of the Association of 
Fundraising Professionals, and she became a Certified Fund Raising Executive (CFRE) 
in 2004.

Fun fact: Did you know that Ginger is the mother of TRIPLETS?! Two boys and one girl and 
they have a big brother as well! He was a toddler when she found out there were going to 
be THREE BABIES incubating in his mommy… he asked “will there be any girls?”…. Ginger’s 
answer, “just one Love…”… he sweetly replied, “Oh good! I’ll take her and you and daddy 
can have one boy each!” Just like Ginger, her offspring are pretty AMAZING!

Natalie Jablonski
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Southwestern Illinois; President & CEO

Natalie Jablonski, President & CEO of Big Brothers Big Sisters of Southwestern Illinois, 
has an abundance of knowledge in non-profit leadership, having nearly 20 years of 
nonprofit management experience in various leadership and executive positions 
with focus on the areas of social services, senior and youth program, and healthcare. 
Big Brothers Big Sisters is the oldest, largest youth mentoring organization and 
has served children and families for more than 100 years. The services provided 
are essential in meeting the needs of our community’s youth by matching positive, 
caring role models to mentor and guide them through the challenges they face in 
today’s society. Natalie joined Big Brothers Big Sisters in 2016 and is also currently 
the co-host of 501Crossroads, a weekly podcast focused on non-profits (available on 
iTunes). Natalie received her Bachelor’s Degree in Organizational Communication 
from McKendree University and her Master’s Degree in Management from Webster 
University. She resides in Swansea, Illinois with her husband, Roderick and two 
children Courtney (21) and Zachary (17), as well as her two rescue dogs, Forrest & 
Maria.

Fun fact: Natalie is a 5-time award winning speaker and member of Toastmasters 
International. In her free time she enjoys golf, watching football, reading and playing 
games/puzzles.

Sarah Javier
APA Adoption Center of Missouri; President/Executive Director

Sarah Javier is a Taylor Swift fan who loves to throw dance parties in her kitchen with 
her 8- and 10-year old. She is also an animal lover who is fortunate to spend her days 
creating happy endings to the stories of homeless animals who find themselves at 
the APA Adoption Center, an animal shelter located in St. Louis. Sarah is a graduate 
of Kansas State University and University of Missouri-St. Louis, and uses her 
talent to improve the lives of others, whether they are two or four-legged. Sarah is 
curious about the world, and strives to learn from every person and situation she 
encounters. This desire has led to interesting conversations and coffee meetings 
intentionally coordinated with individuals of opposing views and opinions. She has 
extensive career experience in non-profit administration and leadership, and enjoys 
sharing this expertise to help others. Sarah is an advocate for those whose voice 
and resources have been silenced or limited by life experience, systemic oppression, 
generational poverty, and other circumstances. She believes that the best leaders 
create more leaders and is passionate about her role in growing others.

Fun fact: I was once a trapeze artist.
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Gail Jorgenson
United States Air Force/United States Transporatation Command; Director, 
Acquisition

Gail M. Jorgenson, a member of the Senior Executive Service, is the Director, 
Acquisition, U.S. Transportation Command, Scott Air Force Base, Ill. She is responsible 
for all matters related to the program management and acquisition of common-user 
transportation services, transportation-related services, and information technology 
support for USTRANSCOM’s global transportation mission and the distribution 
process mission. She provides acquisition support for more than $7.3 billion in 
transportation services. Gail earned a bachelor’s degree in business education and 
master’s degrees in procurement and acquisition management as well as national 
resource strategy. She has a broad base of acquisition experience gained through 
a variety of positions with the Department of Agriculture, Coast Guard, Defense 
Mapping Agency and Air Mobility Command. She joined USTRANSCOM in 1993 as 
Acquisition Manager. Gail was appointed to the Senior Executive Service in January 
2010.

Fun fact: I have put up a minimum of nine Christmas trees in my home for the past 28 
years during the holiday season.

Erika Kennett
State of Illinois, Dept. of Commerce and Economic Opportunity; Public Service 
Administrator

Erika Kennett is passionate about the St. Louis metropolitan area and focuses on 
working with non-profit and governmental organizations. Erika has worked on both 
sides of the Mississippi River in economic development locally, regionally and state-
wide. By the age of 33, she led as Executive Director for two economic development 
non-profit organizations. Erika’s work in economic development marketing 
was recognized as the Recipient of Excellence in Economic Development by the 
International Economic Development Council. She also served the Edwardsville area 
as an elected official and is now charged by the State of Illinois to foster economic 
growth in the 9-county region of Southwestern Illinois.  Presently, Erika participates 
on numerous boards including Secretary for the Southwestern Illinois Development 
Authority, East-West Gateway Council of Governments, Southwestern Illinois Trade 
and Investment Council, Illinois Governor’s Rural Affairs Council-Illinois, National 
Corn to Ethanol Research Center Stakeholder, Southwestern Illinois Leadership 
Council, and Monroe County Economic Development Council. Erika earned her 
bachelors’ in speech communication from Eastern Illinois University and her masters’ 
degree in public administration from Troy University. She lives in O’Fallon, Illinois 
with her partner Brian Heil, her two children, and her pit bull Derby.

Fun fact: I was in Europe and North America at the same time. When in Iceland, I placed 
one foot on each side of the Continental Divide.

Caitlin Lagemann
Gori Julian and Associates; Human Resource Director

Caitlin Lagemann is the Human Resource director for Gori Julian & Associates, P.C., 
a law firm that prides itself on being the #1 filer of asbestos cases in the United 
States with more than $3 billion in settlements for clients.  As human resource 
director, Caitlin’s role at Gori Julian is to staff and manage the firm’s 150+ employees 
and multiple office locations throughout the United States. As the firm has grown, 
so has her position within the business. She began her career at Gori Julian in an 
administrative role in 2011 and has since worked her way up to a management 
position. Caitlin is proud of the role she is able to play in welcoming young women, 
with little or no education, into a work environment where she and the rest of the 
Gori Julian team can foster them into becoming talented, viable professionals in 
the legal industry. Lagemann received her undergraduate degree in Spanish and 
Business from Southern Illinois University Edwardsville and her Masters in Business 
Administration from McKendree University.

Fun fact: As the only Spanish Speaking employee at Gori Julian at the time, I took my first 
business trip at the age of 20 to translate a meeting with a prospective Spanish-speaking client.
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Deborah LeeAnn
Authentic Leadership Academy & Consulting; Speaker, Trainer, Paradigm-Shifter

Deborah LeeAnn’s life has centered on leadership. As a teacher, mentor and dynamic 
example of feminine empowerment, she has spent 25 years bringing positive change 
to organizations through Leadership and Staff Development Training, in corporate 
HR and as a small business and nonprofit consultant. Now, she brings that deep 
experience to a wider range of women through the Authentic Leadership Academy, 
marrying the Art & Science of Women’s Leadership in programs that—Illuminate, 
Ignite and Inspire. Mentoring women leaders to elevate their impact in their 
companies and communities, redefining the feminine role, and establishing a fresh 
perspective on how women should be perceived within organizations, communities 
and the boardroom. Deborah LeeAnn dreams of building the vanguard that co-
creates the vibrant communities we all envision. She aspires to bring both power and 
grace to everything she does, whether in community service, or using her MBA and 
Leadership Circle Training to amplify the impact of women in classes and seminars. A 
level 2 Art of Feminine PresenceTM Coach, Deborah LeeAnn teaches—and believes—
one truth above all: Lead like a Woman – confident, courageous and charismatic. 

Fun fact:  My birthday is on the winter solstice (shortest day of the year) and I’ve gotten to 
spend it Down Under 3 times where it’s the longest day!

Dr. Cindy Manjounes
Lindenwood University; Campus Dean and Professor

Dr. Cindy Manjounes is currently the campus dean for the school of accelerated 
degree programs at Lindenwood University Belleville. She has her BA in 
Communications, an MS in Healthcare Administration, her first doctorate is in 
Education with and emphasis in Instructional Leadership and her second doctorate is 
a PhD in Philosophy with an emphasis in Public Policy. Cindy is President of the Board 
for Senior services plus and she is also a member of the executive boards for Big 
Brothers Big Sisters and Hospice of Southern IL. She was employed in the managed 
care industry for nearly 20 years and she has been employed in academia for over 
10 years. Cindy has successfully negotiated major contracts with major health care 
systems as well as independent providers during her time in the managed care 
industry. She currently oversees six full time faculty, nearly 100 part time faculty as 
well as additional staff positions at Lindenwood University Belleville. Cindy has also 
served on the Economic Development Council in Collinsville Illinois and in various 
other volunteer capacities with other local non profit organizations.

Fun fact: I love adult coloring books and reading as well as embroidery. I also really like 
Yoga.

Linda Matkowski
Stern Brothers & Co.; Chief Operating Officer

Linda Matkowski is the Chief Operating Officer of a women owned broker dealer 
based in Clayton, MO but has staff across the US. Stern Brothers provides various 
financial strategies for public and corporate clients. As the COO, Linda is responsible 
for a variety of activities including setting the corporate strategy and working with 
staff on achieving various goals and objectives. She has a degree in Elementary 
Education from the University of Illinois at Champaign/Urbana. After working as a 
third-grade teacher for several years, Linda took a position in the accounting area 
of a financial services company that worked with community hospitals. She took on 
several roles within the firm and eventually became a banker. She’s worked for both 
commercial banks as a loan officer as well as at investment banks as an investment 
banker. Linda uses each career stop as an opportunity to learn a new business or 
industry and those experiences has given her opportunities to take on various 
management roles. Linda currently serves on various non-profit boards as well as 
industry specific boards.

Fun fact: I have three daughters, in three time zones – EST/MST/PST and of course I am in 
CST…I have to keep four clocks in my kitchen so I can keep track of everyone’s comings and 
goings!
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Mindy Mazur
Brazen St. Louis; Executive Director

Mindy Mazur is a seasoned executive leader with a passion for women’s 
empowerment. Mindy’s experience is rooted in organizational development and 
public affairs, having served as a principal at an advertising agency, chief operating 
officer of a startup nonprofit, chief of staff in a statewide office and campaign 
manager of state and federal campaigns. Before joining Brazen STL, Mindy served 
for several years as a principal in the rapidly growing public affairs and multi 
media advertising agency GPS Impact where she advised nonprofit, corporate 
and candidate clients across the country on strategic communications and online 
advertising. Prior to that, she served as the first COO to Missouri Health Connection, 
Missouri’s statewide health information network.

Mindy’s first job out of college was as a legislative aide to former Chairman of the 
House Armed Services Committee Congressman Ike Skelton in his Washington, DC 
office. From there she went on to work on electoral campaigns, including managing 
Robin Carnahan’s successful statewide run for Secretary of State in 2004. After Sec. 
Carnahan’s election, Mindy served as her chief of staff in the Office of Secretary of 
State. Mindy has degrees from University of Missouri and The George Washington 
University.

Fun fact: I’m a big fan of Jim Henson and the Muppets!

Annissa McCaskill
City of Belleville, Illinois; Economic Development, Planning and Zoning Director

Annissa G. McCaskill is Director of Economic Development, Planning and Zoning for 
the City of Belleville, Illinois- the largest city in Southern Illinois. In this role, Annissa 
advises the Mayor, department heads and City Council on issues pertaining to land 
use, annexation, economic development, zoning and other similar matters; while 
developing, directing and implementing development strategies in conjunction 
with public and private sector groups. Prior to joining the City of Belleville in 2015, 
Annissa served as Vice President of Workforce Development with Better Family Life, 
Inc. Before her tenure with BFL, she acted as Planner for University City, Missouri 
and Assistant Director of Planning for the City of Chesterfield, Missouri. A graduate 
of Livingstone College (Salisbury, NC) and Indiana State University (Terre Haute, IN), 
Annissa became a member of the American Institute of Certified Planners (AICP) 
of the American Planning Association in 2003. She currently serves on the Board of 
Catholic Urban Programs. In 2016, Annissa was inducted into the Livingstone College 
“Leadership Hall of Fame, which honors successful leaders by recognizing their 
unwavering commitment and service to others.

Fun fact: I’m a huge nerd.
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Elise McCline
Mercer; Principal Lead Health and Welfare Consultant

Elise McCline has 25+ years of experience in the healthcare industry. Prior to joining 
Mercer, she was a Lead Consultant with another international consulting firm. 
Elise was also an executive team member and led a large multi-state financial and 
underwriting team for a national insurer. Elise is a part of Mercer’s Leadership 
and Actuarial Financial Group. She is also the Lead Strategy Consultant for 
several clients. Elise partners with clients and executives to address competitive 
challenges in healthcare. In addition, she conducts seminars on various aspects of 
employee benefit design, healthcare trends, risk analysis, healthcare reform, and 
administration. Elise also manages a team whose primary areas of consulting include 
development of long-term health and benefit plan strategies, implementation of 
programs to support employee engagement, wellness, and vendor management. 
Elise started Mercer’s St. Louis Diversity and Inclusion Business Resource Group. Her 
Diversity and Inclusion initiatives offers networking and development opportunities 
to a number of diverse employee groups which impacts recruitment and retention, 
community partnerships, and client relationships. Elise holds an MBA and Bachelor’s 
Degree in Accounting from Maryville University. She also has a designation with the 
Health Insurance Association of America.

Fun fact: In a ten year period I have completed more than 12 half and full marathons for 
charity.

Susan Morse
Insperity; Business Performance Advisor

Susan Morse partners with business owners to identify areas where their business 
can maximize their organizational success through time-tested employment 
strategies and business services – all of which are designed to shift management 
focus away from administrative headaches and toward exceeding company goals. 
She provides guidance on sponsored employee benefits, pay-as-you-go workers 
compensation coverage & claims administration, safety programs, employer liability 
management, training & development, recruiting & outplacement support, payroll, 
time & attendance, business services, government compliance, performance 
management support, 401K, organizational planning, recruiting, employment 
screening, employee on-boarding, financial and insurance service solutions and 
more.

Mary Rau
Kurowski Shultz LLC; Director of Operations

Mary Rau joined Kurowski Shultz LLC in January 2011. She supervises the day-to-
day operations of the firm and the attorneys to ensure best practices and that each 
client’s goals are met. She facilitates the rapid and continuing growth of the firm 
and takes a special interest in legal management. Mary received her B.S. and M.Acc. 
degrees from the University of Missouri-Columbia in 2000. She was a four year 
Curator’s and Bright Flight Scholarship recipient. She graduated from the University 
of Missouri-Columbia School of Law in May 2003, where she received the Certificate 
in Tax Law. She then completed her LL.M. in Taxation at Washington University in 
St. Louis School of Law in May 2004.  Mary is admitted to practice in Missouri and 
is a member of the Association of Legal Administrators. She was also an Adjunct 
Professor at Fontbonne University, where she taught Business Law to graduate 
Accounting students.

Fun fact: Avid Hamilton rapper and Pinot Grigio consumer

Mentors



Laura Reed
Cork Tree Creative, Inc.; Co-owner, PR Director

A graduate of Southern Illinois University Edwardsville, Laura Reed has more than 20 
years experience in managing marketing programs for a variety of clients throughout 
the region. As co-owner and PR director for Cork Tree Creative, Inc. in Edwardsville, 
Reed is also a senior copywriter having written materials for all aspects of marketing 
ranging from bylined articles in national magazines and local news media to blogs, 
website copy and media materials for various clients. A strong background in public 
relations, Reed manages the firm’s media training and crisis communications and 
understands messaging and how to incorporate messages throughout a marketing 
campaign.  She is a member of the Leadership Council Southwestern Illinois and a 
host sponsor of the Get to know m.e. campaign. She lives in Edwardsville with her 
husband, Scott, and daughter, Ella.

Fun fact: An article I wrote to help promote the Metro-East as a booming area for 
development, appeared in U.S. News & World Report right around the time President 
Bill Clinton was to appear in East St. Louis for a speaking engagement. His staff saw the 
article and reached out to me to assist in writing talking points for his speech. I was given 
a press pass and allowed to attend the event!

Dr. Ronda Sauget
Leadership Council of Southwestern Illinois; Executive Director

Appointed as the Executive Director of the Leadership Council in 2015, Ronda Sauget 
is responsible for identifying and mobilizing leaders in business, industry, labor, 
education and government, and building effective partnerships to address regional 
economic development issues. Ronda has served with the Council for many years 
as an Executive Committee member. She is a past Vice President (2012), President 
(2013), and Chairman (2014) of the Board of Directors. In 2016, Ronda was appointed 
by the 8th District Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis to serve on the Workforce 
Innovation Task Force for the district. She was selected to serve as the 1st Honorary 
Base Commander of the 375th Air Mobility Wing at Scott Air Force Base in 2016 and in 
2017 was selected as its Air Mobility Command Civic Leader.

Ronda’s previous experience includes more than 20 years working across industry 
sectors and consulting roles in strategic management, market research, and 
executive leadership. She started her own firm, Validus Business Strategies, in 2006 
and served for more than 10 years as the Executive Director of Archview Economic 
Development Corp. She’s also been an SVP and Corporate Director of the Competitive 
Intelligence group at Fleishman-Hillard International Communications.

Ronda completed her doctorate degree in Strategic Management and Executive 
Leadership. She has an MBA with an emphasis in Market Research with 
undergraduate degrees in Finance and Marketing from SIUE. She holds an AS in 
Mathematics from SWIC. Ronda has taught in the master’s programs for the School 
of Business at Webster University for past 8 years and at Lindenwood University’s 
Accelerated Learning Program for the past 4 years.

Fun fact: I am an “Honorary Commander for Scott Air Force Base.”

Mentors
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Miranda Stevens
Holland Construction Services; Assistant Project Manager

Miranda Stevens is an experienced project manager, having completed projects 
in retail, commercial, and industrial applications. Her past clients include, Panera 
Bread, Smoothie King, Forever Flawless, Mitchell Gold & Bob Williams- Modern Home 
Furnishings and Washington University School of Medicine. Miranda consistently is 
able to motivate staff to achieve goals and objectives on budget and on time. She is 
currently in the midst of completing the Chroma in the Grove project, a $38 million 
multifamily project being built in The Grove area of St Louis. Miranda is active in 
the community, having just completed a four year service as a Big Sister with Big 
Brothers Big Sisters of Southwestern Illinois. She remains active in the organization 
serving on several fundraising committees. Miranda received her Bachelor of Science 
in Architectural Technology from Ranken Technical College and is currently pursuing 
her MBA at University of Illinois Urbana- Champaign.

Fun fact: My first dog was named after one of my favorite bands, Journey. I have a second 
dog, and I named her Sherri from Steve Perry’s song, Oh Sherrie!

Michell Stockmann
TechKnow Solutions; CEO/Creative Director

Michell Stockmann is the CEO and Creative Director at TechKnow Solutions, Inc. 
Known for her elegant and professional approach to design, Michell has developed 
a reputation for delivering top-notch visual solutions while providing reliable 
service her clients have come to depend upon. Although her passion is helping small 
local businesses, over the last few years her company has grown to take on some 
well-known national clients. Michell’s business mission is to generate long-lasting 
relationships while finding design solutions for her clients. In addition to owning her 
own design firm for 16+ years she is also the co-founder of a Women Empowering 
Women networking group that currently spans 4 chapters in the Metro East area. 
The last 2 years she has grown in Leadership as a Rodan+Fields consultant where she 
mentors a successful team of women in sales and marketing and business ownership. 
As a leader in roughly the top 2% of this international company she has been able to 
expand her reach of networking, mentoring and support globally.

Fun fact: My family and I LOVE everything Disney and in addition to going to Disney World 
often we have traveled on 18 Disney cruises! We’re kind of obsessed, but I’m obsessed with 
their culture and customer service insights - so it’s work and play!

Wendy Symer
WLS Consulting...for Your Winning Leadership & $ales; Founder/President/CEO

Wendy L. Symer, business growth catalyst and owner/founder of WLS Consulting…
for YOUR Winning Leadership and $ales, helps “couple” and “family” preneurs 
create a culture of shared leadership empowering teams to increased sales and 
profitability so all experience more satisfaction, abundance and freedom. Wendy 
grew up in an entrepreneurial environment. After completing her graduate studies, 
Wendy produced award-winning PR work in the St. Louis’ nonprofit environment for 
a few years while also teaching at the university level. Her career as a sales leader 
was then launched in a Fortune 500 corporation for which she successfully opened 
the Southern Illinois territory. This ultimately led to an international sales leader 
and trainer position for one of North America’s largest franchisors. Now Wendy’s 
skills and experience in all of those varying cultures manifest as she works with her 
clients and their employees to become dedicated business-savvy teams who think 
intentionally and work collaboratively to drive revenue and profits.

Fun fact: I’ve won regional, national and world championship titles showing Morgan 
Horses.
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Jennifer Trudeau
Challenge Unlimited, Inc.; Public Relations Advocate

Challenge Unlimited, Inc., is a nonprofit agency that provides work opportunities 
to people with disabilities. Through business partnerships, the Company is 
mission strong in providing competitive employment opportunities to individuals 
with disabilities and veterans, which enable them to achieve their highest level 
of independence. Jennifer Trudeau has spent her career as a presenter and an 
advocate working with people with disabilities as a Business leader and coach. 
Jennifer is personally no stranger to the disability field, as she is also a person of 
disability. She is highly dyslexic and ADHD with above-average intelligence. When 
combined, these neurological disabilities are known as “learning disabled gifted.” 
Unlike other disabilities, these are the invisible disabilities that one does not see 
physically. Jennifer offers education, insight, and awareness to corporations in 
order to help them effectively achieve their diversity and inclusion initiatives. She 
facilitates and engages in open discussions on the topics of myths of hiring a person 
with a disability; guidance on encouraging disclosure in a workplace environment 
and culture; increasing staff competence and comfort in working with people with 
disabilities; developing a more inclusive workplace/ accessibility and people first 
language; and disability recruitment idea’s and resources.

Fun fact: One of my nicknames I have carried through the years is Sunny for my sunny 
disposition and charisma.

Linette Warnecke
TheBANK of Edwardsville; Vice President, Commercial Lending

Linette Warnecke has been with TheBANK of Edwardsville since 2012 and has been in 
the industry since 1978. With TheBANK, her duties include commercial lending and 
managing a loan portfolio. Linette graduated summa cum laude with dual majors in 
finance & marketing, plus an MBA – all while working full time. During her years in the 
banking industry, the majority of it in the commercial banking area, she has gained 
commercial lending experience in a wide range of industries, including, but not 
limited to offices, hotels, elder care facilities, and churches. After nearly 40 years in 
the banking industry, Linette has gained knowledge about banking and the Madison 
and St. Clair Illinois counties and St. Louis County communities that she believes is 
useful to her clients. It is very satisfying when a client makes the decision to work 
with her and TheBANK on their commercial banking needs and she enjoys watching 
her clients’ businesses grow and succeed. Linette is a member of the O’Fallon-Shiloh 
Chamber of Commerce; a member of the Home Builder’s Association/Professional 
Women in Building; and a member of the Southern Illinois Builders Association

Fun fact: My passions are travel and wine.
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Cheryl Welge
Ameren; Sr. Business Development Executive, Economic Development

Cheryl Welge is a member of Ameren’s economic development team, serving as 
a first-line business development representative across 64,000 square miles in 
Illinois and Missouri. In this role, she implements Ameren’s development programs 
within Ameren-served communities. Additional responsibilities include project 
management, community relations, and marketing. In her position of senior 
business development executive Cheryl is responsible for developing, coordinating 
and implementing Ameren’s proactive business development services to create 
and sustain revenue growth, support public strategy implementation and help 
foster positive community stewardship on behalf of Ameren subsidiaries. Cheryl 
began her utility career in 1989. After serving in various support positions within 
Industrial Services, Customer Expansion & Retention, and the Marketing Programs 
Departments she joined the Ameren Economic Development Department in 1998. 
In 2013 she assumed her current position. Cheryl is a graduate of both Lincoln 
Land Community College and Southern Illinois University-Edwardsville. She is a 
graduate of the University of Oklahoma’s Economic Development Institute and 
Ameren’s Management Development Program and is a certified Business Retention 
& Expansion Consultant. Cheryl is a past Chairman of the Illinois Economic 
Development Association and a recipient of the Distinguished Economic Developer 
Award.

Fun fact: I craft my own greeting cards.

Nancie Zobrist
Highland Chamber of Commerce; Executive Director

Nancie Zobrist is the Executive Director of the Highland Chamber of Commerce. She 
has a Bachelor of Science in Advertising from the University of Illinois at Champaign-
Urbana. Nancy has spent her career working for small businesses helping them 
find creative and effective marketing options for their companies. As the Executive 
Director of the Chamber, she uses her years of experience working for the private 
sector to help members grow their companies.  Outside of work, Nancy is the current 
treasurer for the Highland-Pierron Fire Department Ladies Auxilary, a member of the 
Highland Jaycees, and an active member at Alhambra First Baptist Church. She lives 
in Highland, IL with her husband Eric and their two daughters, Norah, 4, and Sawyer, 
4 months, and their two dogs, Maverick and Huckleberry.

Fun fact: I love learning news things, it doesn’t matter what field it’s in. For example, I 
know how to shingle a roof, I’ve had a certificate in Massage Therapy, I teach a natural 
childbirth class, and am currently learning about food as medicine.
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